Technical Director’s Notes

When Petal first brought up “James and the Giant Peach™ as a play for
this summer [ was very torn. It’s a story that I love, but my thesis for
graduate school is my first priority this summer, so | was not planning to
be involved this time. I’'m glad she persevered, first because 1 love to
work with her and secondly because this show challenged me in ways
that 1 had not yet experienced. This show has been the most technically
difficult we have yet attempted since [ began working as the technical
director in the Sum’Arts progrs In addition, this is the largest crew
that 1 have worked with\ he youngest age! As always though,
these young people have put Torth a great deal of effort and creativity to
make a fantastic show. When people ask Bm\:oi.a.almrwlsﬁtm._ can
teach backstage technology to so many young people [ simply smile and
shrug. Actors are necessary to any play, but the tech people can be
proud that they are the ones who create the extra sparkle that bring a
show truly to life. Every year we begin with a nearly overwhelming list
of sets, props, costumes, sounds, and lighting cues that we have only a
few short weeks to create. But the crew always goes into this work with
such joy and enthusiasm that it makes the list quickly disappear. [ am
especially proud of this year’s crew for being such a positive, hard
working bunch!! They made a great team and truly were the magic be-
hind the scenes. Thank you to the crew, their parents, my family and to
Petal. As James would say “the whole place seems to be alive with
magic.”

The Kodiak Arts Council and
the Kodiak Island Borough
School District Present

The Sum’Arts for Kids
Summer Theater Workshop

Based on the Children’s Classic by
Roald Dahl

Dramatization by Richard R. George

Directed by
Petal Gerlitz
& Tamie Fogle

Produced by special arrangement with
Dramatic Publishing Inc.
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